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TL  TENANTS 
CONVENE 

by  Sara  Colm 

The  timing  was  right.  In  mid-December  the 
plight  of  residential  hotel  tenants,  long 
known  to  neighborhood  residents,  came 
blazing  to  the  forefront  of  public  attention 
through  front  page  coverage  in  the  daily 
newspapers.  On  December  18,  over  200 
Tenderloin  tenants  came  together  for  their 
first  Annual  Tenderloin  Tenants'  Conven- 
tion. They  came  to  learn,  share  experiences, 
and  plan  for  action. 

"Tenants  have  been  pushed  around  for  too 
long  in  this  neighborhood,''  said  Bob 
Riordan,  a  resident  of  the  Dalt  Hotel.  "We 
have  to  work  together  to  confront  the 
landlords.  As  the  Wobblies  put  it,  an  injury 
to  one  is  an  injury  to  all." 

In  a  gaily  decorated  hall  at  the  New  College 
on  Fell  Street,  complete  with  signs  for 


Sign  o&  the.  timj>  on  convention  ilooA 

different  hotel  delegations,  streamers  and 
balloons,  keynote  speakers  Kathleen 
Lammers  of  the  Gray  Panthers  and  Richard 
Parker  from  the  William  Penn  Strike 
Committee  urged  the  crowd  to  do  more  than 
bemoan  their  fate.  Lammers  cited  the 
example  of  Aranda  Hotel  tenants  who,  in 
conjunction  with  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition  and  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic,  inspired  Warren  Hinckle's  front  page 
Chronicle  coverage  of  hotel  conditions. 

"To  create  even  the  slightest  ripple  of 
change,  someone  must  take  a  chance,  make 
demands,  and  pressure  their  way  through 
the  maze  of  privileges  accorded  the  rich  of 
society,"  Lammers  said.  "We  have  to  come 
out  of  the  closet,  and  working  with  others, 
become  our  own  advocates." 

Parker  broadly  and  articulately  lambasted 
landlords  for  their  "cheapness"  in  keeping 
hotels  in  unlivable  condition,  and  urged  all 
continued  on  page  8 


ShaAing  iood  and  btiie.nd*hip  at  Hospitality  Hoa4e'4  annual  ChA-Utma*  VaKty 

HOTEL  COLD  WAR  HEATS  UP 


by  Rob  Waters 

The  media  and  the  C»tv  bureaucracy  found 
out  last  month  what  most  Tenderloin 
residents,  particularly  those  who  live  in 
residential  hotels,  have  known  for  a  long 
time  — that  many  hotels  are  heatless  and 
some  managers  are  heartless.  In  a  flash  of 
page  one  headline  stories  and  "live-on-the- 
scene-exclusive-special  reports"  the  lack  of 
heat  and  hot  water  in  many  Tenderloin  and 
South  of  Market  hotels  was  dramatically 
thrust  into  the  public  eye. 

The  City  responded  quickly,  as  it  never  had 
before  on  complaints  about  heat,  launching 
a  crash  inspection  program  amid  high-level 
statements  of  non-toleration  of  unlawful 
behavior.  After  seven  days  of  inspection, 
130  hotels  had  been  visited  and  50  had  been 
cited  for  failure  to  meet  the  heating  codes. 

The  media  coverage  and  City  action  was 
spurred  by  a  picket  of  the  Aranda  Hotel  in 


early  December,  dramatizing  the  lack  of 
heat  in  that  building,  which  is  home  to  a 
number  of  seniors.  The  picket  was  organized 
by  the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  and  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition  and  received 
TV  and  radio  coverage  as  well  as  a  long 

Vote  With  Your  Feet 
Hotels  Must  Have  Heat! 

Wednesday,  Jan.  5 
Rally  At  City  Hall  Steps  12:30 
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write-up  by  Chronicle  writer  Warren 
Hinckle.  Hinckle,  who  has  as  much  freedom 
as  any  writer  for  the  dailies  in  this  town, 
then  seized  the  initiative  and,  with  the  help 
of  Randy  Shaw  from  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic,  toured  a  number  of  Tenderloin 
continued  on  page  9 


Congress  Hears  From  Homeless 


On  December  15th  the  House  Subcommittee 
on  Housing  and  Community  Development 
held  the  first  congressional  hearings  on 
homelessness  in  America  since  the  Great 
Depression  (1933).  The  hearing,  which  ran 
10  hours  without  a  break  for  lunch  or  dinner, 
was  the  longest  hearing  in  the  history  of  the 
Subcommittee.  Over  50  speakers  from 
around  the  country,  including  the  homeless 
themselves,  testified. 


The  hearing's  first  witness,  Mitch  Snyder,  a 
member  of  the  Community  for  Creative 
Non-Violence  (CCNV)  of  Washington,  D.C. 
told  the  Committee  "There  are  over  2 
million  homeless  men,  women  and  children 
in  this  country.  You  have  to  do  something 
about  this;  it  is  a  national  emergency."  He 
urged  Congress  to  open  federal  buildings  to 
house  the  homeless,  particularly  in  colder 
cities  like  Washington,  D.C.  where  four 


people  had  frozen  to  death  in  the  past  four 
days. 

If  nothing  is  done  by  January  25th,  said 
Snyder,  hundreds  of  the  homeless  will  move 
into  the  Capitol  rotunda  as  President  Reagan 
gives  his  State-of-the-Union  address,  "be- 
cause that  is  the  state  of  the  union."' 


Bob  Hayes,  lawyer  for  the  New  York-based 
National  Coalition  for  the  Homeless,  said: 
"If  one  percent  of  the  people  in  America 
were  displaced  by  earthquake  or  other 
national  calamity,  a  national  emergency 
would  be  declared.  The  National  Guard 
would  be  mobilized  and  other  steps  would  be 
taken.  But  in  the  face  of  this  emergency,  the 
nation  sleeps." 

1  'I  think  we're  dealing  with  nothing  less  than 
a  national  tragedy  and  a  national  disgrace," 

continued  on  page  4 


2 — Tenderloin  Times 


January,  1983 


Sunday  5  Dec.  '82 


Editor, 

Sitting  in  an  Ellis  Street  cafe  I  picked  your  paper 
up  and  I  could  not  help  but  notice  the  work  you 
do  in  behalf  of  impoverished  people  in  San 
Francisco.  I  am  myself  a  veteran  of  the  struggle 
and  perhaps  will  conquer  the  insanity  of  the 
poverty  syndrome,  having  once  been  chairman  of 
a  good-sized  corporation  until  I  went  to  complete 
penury  because  of  prison  (for  an  act  I  felt 
justified). 

Without  this  sounding  like  a  country-western 
ballad,  I  surfaced— yes  that  is  the  word,  in  the 
Tenderloin  — via  the  California  Dept.  of  Correc- 
tions, without  friends  waiting  to  welcome  me 
(there  weren't  any). 

Only  my  heart  knew  I  wanted  to  live  and  only  the 


Tenderloin  took  me  without  questions,  without 
sermons  and  with  love.  The  meals  at  Antoine's 
at  least  filled  my  stomach,  Glide  and  Cecil 
Williams  gave  Spiritual  Strength  to  carry  on, 
after  I'd  been  through  pure  hell.  With  any 
God-Given-Luck  I'll  be  back  in  business  soon, 
and  maybe  even  able  to  employ  people  again, 
and  be  miles  and  miles  from  the  wretchedness  of 
the  crippling  and  little  understood  disease  of 
poverty,  away  from  the  arrogant  attitudes  of 
those  who  think  they  are  immune  to  the 
affliction. 

Whatever  my  fate,  I  wanted  the  formality  of 
saying  "thank  you  for  caring,  Mr.  Tenderloin." 
There  aren't  too  many  people  into  that  sort  of 
thing  anymore,  Merry  Christmas  you  all! 

Sincerely, 
Jeff  Weeks 


ASK  THE  PEOPLE 


by  Robert  Volbrecht 


What  would  you  like  to  say  to  the  10,000  readers  of  the  Tenderloin  Times? 


Soren  Nyskov 


It's  not  necessarily  human  nature  not  to 
share.  I'm  shocked.  I've  been  in  this  country 
a  little  more  than  two  months  and  I'm 
shocked  that  those  people  who  have  the 
money  don't  give  it  to  those  who  don't.  It 
seems  as  if  poor  people  have  lost  faith  and 
don't  think  it's  their  right  to  fight  for 
welfare. 


Saad  Abdisalam 


I  would  like  to  say  to  them:  Live  peaceably 
together,  keep  the  streets  clean,  we  need 
more  housing  for  poor  people. 


Jo  Falcon 


Susan  Myakawa 


Remember  the  library.  Not  only  is  it  warm, 
dry  and  free,  but  there  is  information  there 
which  could  help  you  improve  your  living 
situation  no  matter  how  bad  it  looks. 


I  saw  something  today  and  I  don't  know  if  it 
can  be  remedied  or  not.  As  I  was  coming 
back  to  where  I  live  near  Civic  Center  there 
was  a  man  urinating  in  public.  It  seems 
there  should  be  public  restrooms  for  those 
people  who  haven't  access. 


G.  E.  Jones 


Just  be  happy  with  yourself,  get  yourself 
together.  Be  yourself.  Try  to  understand 
your  fellow  man  and  everything  should  be 
o.k.  It'll  be  a  better  world. 


Community  Credit 

Unions:  A  Valuable 
Resource 

by  Sara  Colm 

Multi-million  dollar  decisions  are  being 
made  about  our  neighborhood,  decisions 
which  will  affect  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
Tenderloin  residents. 

What  if  we  were  not  only  to  take  part  in 
those  decisions,  but  insure  that  some  of 
those  millions  were  kept  in  the  neighbor- 
hood to  be  used  for  community  goals  — ra- 
ther than  being  sent  out  of  the  neighborhood 
as  profit  for  outside  developers? 

A  Community  Development  Credit  Union 
could  be  a  tool  to  achieve  this  goal.  In  the 
last  month,  members  of  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition's  (NOMPC)  Community 
Planning  Committee  have  begun  to  look  into 
this  type  of  credit  union. 

A  credit  union  is  a  financial  cooperative 
owned  and  controlled  by  people  sharing  a 
common  bond.  A  Community  Development 
Credit  Union  is  one  in  which  members  live 
within  a  certain  geographical  area.  In 
addition  to  providing  financial  services,  a 
Community  Development  Credit  Union  is 
designed  to  ensure  that  a  neighborhood's 
economic  resources  are  recycled  within  the 
community,  rather  than  being  channelled 
elsewhere. 

As  opposed  to  a  bank  which  holds  our  money 
and  invests  it  where  it  pleases,  a  community 
credit  union  would  keep  our  resources  in  the 
neighborhood  and  either  loan  them  out  to 
individual  members  or  to  community  de- 
velopment projects  such  as  cooperative 
businesses  or  nonprofit  housing  developers. 
Area  residents  get  a  say  in  how  assets  are 
used  by  becoming  members  and  electing  a 
Board  of  Directors. 

In  early  1981  ASIAN,  Inc.,  a  community 
development  corporation  in  Chinatown, 
organized  and  received  a  charter  for 
the  Northeast  Community  Credit  Union, 
which  serves  not  only  Chinatown,  but  also 
North  Beach  and  the  Tenderloin.  Member- 
ship is  open  to  anyone  living  or  working  in 
those  neighborhoods  with  a  minimum 
purchase  of  one  share  ($25)  plus  a  $1 
membership  fee. 

To  date,  most  of  their  focus  has  been  on 
Chinatown,  but  with  an  invitation  to  speak  at 
NOMPC 's  November  Housing  Committee 
meeting,  a  cross-neighborhood  dialogue  was 
continued  on  page  5 
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Long-Awaited  Housing  Celebrated 


Neighborhood  residents  gathered  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Dalt  Hotel  late  last  month  to 
formally  celebrate  the  acquisition  and 
prospective  rehabilitation  of  the  Dalt  and 
three  other  Tenderloin  residential  hotels  — 
the  Ritz,  the  William  Penn  and  the  Hamlin. 

The  hotels  are  being  rehabilitated  through  a 
federal  Urban  Development  Action  Grant 
(UDAG)  in  which  funds  from  a  variety  of 
sources  — the  federal  government,  the  City, 
a  consortium  of  banks  and  the  Ramada  Inn  — 
go  to  a  private  developer,  Goldrich,  Kest 
and  Stern.  The  developer  will  rehab  the 
buildings  and  maintain  them  as  low-cost 
housing  for  15  years,  at  which  time  at  least 
one  of  the  hotels  will  be  turned  over  to  the 
community  permanently  and  the  other  three 
will  go  to  the  developer. 

Ramada  Inn's  $2.3  million  contribution  was 
required  by  the  City  as  a  result  of  the 
pressure  brought  by  Tenderloin  residents 
and  the  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 
in  1980.  An  extensive  organizing  campaign 
was  waged  at  that  time,  aimed  at  getting 
Ramada  to  offset  the  impact  of  their  luxury 
hotel,  now  under  construction,  by  contribut- 
ing to  low-income  housing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

"It's  been  a  long,  difficult  process,"  said 
Jerry  Schween,  President  of  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  "from  pres- 
suring the  Ramada  Inn  to  contribute,  to 
making  the  banks  come  through  with  thW 
loan.  We're  pleased  that  the  UDAG  has 
finally  come  through.  Our  task  now  remains 
to  effectively  watchdog  the  program  to 
insure  that  rents  are  kept  as  low  as  possible 
and  the  units  are  suitable  for  elderly  and 
disabled  tenants." 

One  area  of  potential  conflict  between  the 
community  and  the  developer  centers 
around  the  accessibility  of  the  hotel  rooms 
and  buildings  to  disabled  people.  The 
Coalition  would  like  to  see  the  majority  of 
the  units  rehabbed  for  accesibility,  but 
Goldrich,  Kest  and  Stern  is  currently  balking 
at  the  idea. 

"The  UDAG  agreement  specifies  that 
elderly  and  handicapped  are  to  be  given 
priority  and  we  think  that  means  acces- 
sibility," says  Brad  Paul,  Director  of  the 
North  of  Market  Coalition.  He  points  out 
that  it  would  cost  only  $157,000  out  of  a  total 
rehab  price  of  $3.6  million  to  make  300  of  the 
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photo:  Rob  Waters 

485  units  accessible.  "We  plan  to  continue 
to  talk  with  them  about  accessibility,"  he 
says. 

Tenants  of  the  three  inhabited  hotels,  the 
Dalt,  the  Ritz  and  the  Penn,  have  been 
waiting  for  over  a  year  for  the  hotels  to 
change  hands.  During  that  time,,  mainte- 
nance and  repair  work  on  the  hotels  has 
been  at  a  virtual  standstill.  Tenants  at  the 
William  Penn  went  so  far  as  to  withhold  rent 
to  make  repairs  themselves. 

Richard  Parker,  a  tenant  at  the  Penn  and 
chairman  of  the  strike  committee  there,  is 
happy  to  no  longer  be  a  tenant  of  Raman 
Patel.  He  says  he'll  take  a  "wait  and  see" 
attitude  toward  the  new  owners. 

Rehab  work  is  expected  to  begin  in  early 
January,  beginning  with  the  Ritz  and 
Hamlin  hotels.  At  the  same  time,  some  work 
will  begin  on  the  Dalt  and  the  Penn  to 
address  plumbing  and  heating  problems. 
Candi  Atkins,  known  to  many  neighborhood 
residents  as  a  past  employee  of  the  John 
Stewart  Hotels  has  been  hired  to  oversee 
management  of  the  buildings 


A  Night  at  the 
Delta 


by  Rob  Waters 

Ramish  Patel  threw  a  party  last  month  at  his 
Delta  Hotel  on  Sixth  Street.  There  were  a  lot 
of  unwanted  guests  who  couldn't  be  disin- 
vited.  There  were  even  more  invited  guests, 
there  to  overwhelm  the  unwanted.  And 
there  were  tenants,  largely  lost  in  the 
background,  complaining  of  absence  of  heat 
and  hot  water  and  presence  of  roaches, 
rodents  and  violent  hotel  workers. 

The  unwanted  guests  included  organizers 
from  the  San  Francisco  Tenants'  Union  and 
a  sizable  contigent  of  camera  —  ,  micro- 
phone—, and  pen  — wielding  media. 

the  Tenants'  Union  organizers  were  there  in 
their  second  attempt  to  hold  a  meeting  with 
tenants  of  the  hotel.  Their  first  attempt  the 
week  before  was  met  by  a  barred  door  and  a 
strong  police  presence  and  led  to  the  arrest 
for  trespassing  fo  Stephen  Shectman,  an 
attorney  for  the  tenant  group. 

The  media  was  there  to  see  a  show.  They  got 

one. 

The  Tenants'  Union  and  media  contigents 
massed  outside  the  front  door  at  6:00  pm, 
the  announced  time  for  the  opening  curtain 
of  this  farcical  comedy.  They  were  allowed  in 
by  acting  doorman  Don  Louden,  a  hefty 
fellow  who  described  himself  as  a  "friend  of 
the  Patels"  and  said  he  was  working  as  a 
volunteer.  Louden  is  the  manager  of  the 
Mason  Hotel  and  former  manager  of  the 
now-vacant  Empress  Hotel 

After  exchanging  barbs  with  Louden  at  the 

door,  the  organizers  elbowed  their  way  down 
the  hall,  normally  dim  and  barren,  but  now 
looking  something  like  a  spotlight  sardine 
can,  to  the  rear  of  the  lobby,  where  a 
Christmas  party  of  sorts  was  underway  in  2 
adjoining  rooms.  Attorney  Schectman  at- 
tempted to  announce  the  presence  of  the 
Tenant  Union  organizers.  He  quickly  found 
himself  in  competition  with  more  than  30 
Indian  friends  of  Patel,  who  suddenly  began 
to  chant.  Schechtman  pulled  out  a  bullhorn. 
"As  you  can  see,  some  people  don't  want 
you  to  know  about  your  rights,  "  he  blared. 

"Waaahhh,"  chanted  Patel's  friends. 

"America,  America,  God  shed  his  grace  on 
thee, ' '  sang  2  men  in  wry  appreciation  of  the 
continued  on  page  9 


Polk/O'Farrell  Condos  Loom  On  Horizon 

by  Erik  Schapiro 


Imagine  two  more  luxury  condos  towering  at 
the  corner  of  Polk  and  OTarrell  Streets, 
dominating  the  entire  western  portion  of  the 
Tenderloin  and  dwarfing  the  newly  com- 
pleted Larkin-O'Farrell  mini-park! 

Such  a  project  is  snaking  its  way  through  the 
city  planning  process.  A  public  hearing 
before  the  Planning  Commission  will  be  held 
on  January  6  at  5:30  pm  (City  Hall,  room 
282)  to  look  at  how  it  could  affect  life  in  the 
Tenderloin.  This  is  the  next  step  in  an 
approval  process  that  could  culminate  in  early 
March. 

The  developers,  Ron  Mahoney,  Mohammed 
Ali  and  the  California  Investment  Co.  want 
to  build  215  condo  units  in  the  $300,000 
range  over  three  floors  of  office  and 
commercial  space  at  the  present  site  of 
Europa  Motors.  Their  application  for  a  city 
permit  first  went  before  the  Planning 
Commission  in  September.  At  that  time,  the 
North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  argued 


that  an  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR) 
should  be  required.  The  Commission  agreed 
and  the  EIR  has  been  in  the  works  since  that 
time. 

The  Planning  Coalition  is  opposing  the 
project  because  of  the  negative  impact  they 
feel  it  will  have  on  the  neighborhood. 
"Another  214  luxury  condominiums  are  sure 
to  cause  land  values  to  skyrocket,  pushing 


Speak  Out  On  Condos! 

Public  Hearing 
Thursday  Jan.  6  5:30  pm, 
City  Hall,  Room  282 


up  nearby  rents,  displacing  low-income 
residents  and  low-budget  neighborhood- 
serving  business,"  says  Brad  Paul,  Coalition 
Director.  "Why  should  the  City  allow  more 
luxury  condos  to  be  built  when  there  are 
already  thousands  of  condos  sitting  vacant 
and  thousands  of  homeless  people  living  on 
the  streets?" 


Another  concern  of  neighborhood  people  is 
the  effect  of  the  project  on  traffic  congestion 
and  parking.  "There's  already  cars  blocking 
driveways,  double-parked,  and  impatient 
drivers  honking  and  complaining  about  the 
situation,"  says  Janice  McAtee,  who  lives 
on  OTarrell  Street  just  below  the  project 
site.  "Where  are  all  these  cars  going  to 
park?" 

As  an  alternative  to  luxury  condos,  the 
Planning  Coalition  is  proposing  the  con- 
struction of  a  low-cost  residential  hotel  on 
the  site.  They  will  be  asking  the  City  to 
analyze,  in  detail,  the  feasibility  and  impact 
of  such  a  project. 

The  Coalition  is  urging  everyone  who  can,  to 
turn  out  for  the  hearing  on  January  6,  5:30 
pm  at  City  Hall,  room  282.  "The  environ- 
ment that  the  City  will  be  assessing  the  im- 
pact upon  is  our  environment,  our  neighbor- 
hood," says  Paul.  "It's  up  to  us  to  make  our 
voices  heard." 
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Congress  Hears  From  Homeless 


INshort 

by  Rob  Waters 

HOTEL  WATCH.  Lots  of  news  lately  on 
Tenderloin  residential  hotels,  much  of  it 
played  out  in  the  pages  of  the  daily  papers 
and  on  your  TV  screens.  From  Randy  Shaw 
of  the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic,  here's 
some  brief  updates  on  various  TL  hotels: 

Ambassador  Hotel  55  MASON 

Tenants  are  still  awaiting  a  decision  by  the 
Rent  Board  on  their  petitions  for  reductions 
in  rent  due  to  a  decrease  in  services  in  the 
building.  Heat  has  been  restored  in  the 
building,  and  other  improvements  made, 
but  the  common  bathrooms  remain  in 
substandard  condition.  A  formal  tenants' 
association  was  established,  with  Neil  Fuller 
elected  president. 

Aranda  1,  64  TURK.  The  three  seniors  who 
created  the  "Tenderloin  heat  revolution''  in 
mid-December  are  waiting  for  a  decision  from 
the  Rent  Board  regarding  their  request  for 
rent  relief.  Heat  was  restored  in  the  hotel  on 
December  2,  the  date  of  the  community-wide 
demonstration  held  in  front  of  the  hotel.  The 
seniors  are  contemplating  further  legal 
action  against  the  hotel's  general  manager 
(C.  B.  Patel)  for  his  many  months  of 
cold-heartedness . 

Coronado  ,  373  ELLIS.  Illegal  lockouts 
are  continuing  at  this  hotel,  and  a  meeting 
with  the  District  Attorney  will  soon  be  held 
to  consider  a  legal  response. 

Delta  ,  88  6th  ST.  As  this  is  written,  there 
is  still  no  heat  in  the  Delta.  The  hotel  has 
imposed  an  illegal  "no  visitors"  policy,  and 
the  management,  headed  by  Ramesh  Patel, 
is  pressuring  tenants  to  sign  petitions 
attesting  to  their  happiness  in  the  hotel. 

Elm  ,  364  EDDY  ST.  Tenants  are  awaiting  a 
decision  from  the  Rent  Board  on  their 
request  for  rent  relief.  Jack  Patel,  master 
lessee  of  the  hotel,  admitted  at  the  Rent 
Board  hearing  that  no  heat  was  provided  in 
the  hotel  from  April  to  November. 

Vincent  Hotel  ,  459  TURK  ST.  As  this  is 
written,  heat  is  still  not  being  provided  at 
the  Vincent. 

William  Penn  Congratulations  are  in 
order  for  the  long-suffering  tenants  of  the 
William  Penn.  As  of  December  15,  Raman 
B.  Patel  is  no  longer  owner  of  the  hotel.  The 
hotel  is  one  of  four  UDAG  hotels  and  will 
soon  undergo  the  renovation  it  has  long 
required.  The  William  Penn  Strike  Commit- 
tee, headed  by  Richard  Parker,  remains 
locked  in  litigation  over  the  $8000.00  in  rent 
which  the  Committee  withheld  from  Patel 
due  to  his  failure  to  make  needed  repairs. 

Blue  Meanie  A  complaint  has  been  filed 
with  the  Police  Department's  Internal 
Affairs  Bureau  by  Tenderloin  resident 
Walter  Bradley  against  Special  Patrol  Officer 
Ralph  Lacy,  owner  of  a  Tenderloin  special 
patrol  beat.  Bradley  is  alleging  that  Lacy 
slammed  his  face  into  the  trunk  of  his  car  at 
7th  and  Mission  and  subsequently  kicked 
him  in  the  face  at  the  police  station.  There 
was,  says  Bradley,  no  provocation  for  such 
action,  pointing  out  that  no  charges  were 
ever  filed  against  him  and  that  Lacy  was  out 
of  uniform  at  the  time  of  the  incident.  Both 
Lacy  and  a  representative  of  Internal  Affairs 
declined  to  comment. 

New  Housing  for  the  Neighborhood 

Four  new  low-income  housing  projects  are 
nearing  the  construction  phase  in  the 
Tenderloin.  The  Aspen  Group  is  doing  a 
Section  8  rehab  on  two  apartment  buildings  — 
165 Turk  and  249 Eddy.  The  two  buildings 
contain  a  total  of  units,  and  are  probably 
the  two  Section  8  projects  that  will  happen  in 
continued  on  page  9 
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Mayor  Ted  I.  Wilson  of  Salt  Lake  City  told 
the  Congress. 

Rep.  Henry  Gonzales,  (D-Texas),  chairman 
of  the  subcommittee,  told  witnesses  that  his 
committee  approved  legislation  to  provide 
$50  million  to  non-profit  organizations 
providing  emergency  food  and  shelter  to  the 
homeless. 

"We  know  this  is  a  drop  in  the  bucket 
compared  to  the  need,"  Gonzales  said,  "but 
we  hope  to  convince  the  Senate  tomorrow, 
and  the  President,  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  before  this  Congress  adjourns.  " 

Rep.  Mary  Rose  Oakar  (D-Ohio)  blamed  the 
drastic  increase  in  homelessness  on  the 
inadequate  supply  of  low-income  housing, 
condominium  conversions,  significant  rent 
increases  and  the  Reagan  administration's 
complete  abandonment  of  a  housing  policy 
aimed  at  helping  low-  and  moderate-income 
citizens. 

"This  administration's  contempt  for  the 
poor  and  the  disadvantaged  is  at  the  heart  of 
the  problem,"  said  Rep.  Warren  J.  Mitchell 
(D-Md.).  It  was  clear,  Mitchell  said,  the 
REagan's  economic  policies  were  designed 
to  benefit  the  rich  at  the  expense  of  the  poor. 

Mary  and  Albert  Long  of  Cleveland,  and  two 
of  their  three  children  came  to  tell  their  story 
to  Congress.  Mr.  Long  had  a  job  in  a 
metal-plating  factory  that  provided  his 
family  of  five  with  a  home,  a  car  and  a 
decent  life.  When  the  automobile  plants  that 
his  factory  served  cut  back  on  their  orders, 
he  was  out  of  a  job. 

"I  lost  my  house,  I  couldn't  find  another  job, 
my  wife  had  to  go  to  her  sister's  and  for  five 
weeks  I  lived  at  the  Volunteers  of  America 
shelter,"  Mr.  Long  told  the  Committee. 

"We  lost  everything,"  said  Mrs.  Long, 
holding  2lA  year  old  Elizabeth  on  her  lap. 
'  'This  is  the  third  year  in  a  row  we  will  have 
no  Christmas.  Elizabeth  doesn't  know  what 
Christmas  is." 

At  1:00  p.m.  about  30  people,  mostly  CCNV 
members,  left  the  hearing  to  attend  a 
demonstration  at  the  District  building 
(D.C.'s  City  Hall)  to  protest  the  deaths  of 
four  homeless  men  earlier  in  the  week.  They 
had  frozen  to  death.  CCNV  members  carried 
an  empty  coffin  and  banners  that  quoted 
Mayor  Marion  Barry  as  having  said  in  1979, 


"We  are  serious  about  trying  to  stop  the 
needless  deaths  of  homeless  people."  Two 
protestors  were  arrested  when  they  threw 
vials  of  their  own  blood  against  the  walls  of 
the  building. 

Other  speakers  at  the  hearing  included  New 
York  City  Council  President  Carol  Bellamy; 
Colonel  Ernest  A.  Miller  fo  the  Salvation 
Army;  Rev.  Tom  Harvey  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Catholic  Charities;  Tom 
Keefe,  Special  Assistant  to  the  Mayor  of 
Seattle  and  Rev.  John  Steinbruck  repre- 
senting the  Lutheran  Council  in  the  U.S.A. 

George  Andrews,  one  of  the  homeless  who 
testified  at  the  hearing,  represented  a  new 
and  growing  segment  of  the  population. 
Since  graduating  with  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
physics  he  has  been  unable  to  find  a  job.  For 
most  of  the  past  year  Andrews  has  been 
living  in  his  car. 

After  questioning  him  about  his  job  search, 
Committee  Chair  Gonzales  promised  to  try 
to  help  Andrews.  He  did  the  same  with 
many  of  the  homeless  who  gave  testimony. 

"I  can't  sit  here  and  listen  and  just  say,  'all 
right,  we'll  pass  a  bill,'  "  Gonzales  said. 
"There  is  a  need  to  do  something  right 
away." 

Bradford  Paul,  Director  of  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  was  one  of  the 
last  speakers  of  the  day.  Paul  summarized 
the  work  of  the  Central  City  Shelter  Network 
and  the  Mayor's  Task  Force  on  the 
homeless  as  well  as  giving  the  Committee 
an  overview  of  the  situation  in  San 
Francisco.  He  also  focused  on  long  range 
solutions  to  housing  the  homeless  and 
preventing  the  loss  of  low-cost  housing  in 
neighborhoods  like  the  Tenderloin. 

"It  disturbs  me  greatly,"  Paul  concluded, 
"to  see  one  homeless  group  played-off 
against  another.  After  all,  it  is  more  than 
likely  that  the  alcoholic  or  crazy  person  you 
see  on  the  street  had  a  job  and  a  family  at 
one  time.  Without  help  soon  many  of  the 
homeless  families  on  the  street  today  will 
break-up  and  in  time,  under  the  stress  of 
their  new  situation,  turn  to  drugs,  alcohol 
and  their  own  private  worlds  to  escape  the 
pain.  We  must  help  the  homeless,  all  of  the 
homeless,  now." 
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The  Homeless:  Controversy  Continues 

by  Rob  Waters 


December  was  a  month  of  major  change  and 
development  for  the  homeless  of  San 
Francisco.  Hundreds  of  beds  opened  up  for 
sheltering  those  without  homes— most  of 
them  temporary,  some  of  them  permanent. 
Police,  under  orders  from  the  Mayor, 
engaged  in  counts  of  homeless  people; 
advocates  for  the  homeless  refuted  the  low 
police  figures.  Mayor  Feinstein  formed  an 
Emergency  Housing  Task  Force  and  held 
several  press  conferences— at  the  beginning 
of  the  month  to  pledge  that  all  those  who 
wanted  beds  would  receive  them  by  Christ- 
mas, at  the  end  of  the  month  to  announce 
that  her  "Christmas  promise"  to  the 
homeless  had  been  kept.  And  homeless 
people  themselves  stood  in  lines  for  hours  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  existing  shelter  and 
went  Christmas  caroling  to  challenge  the 
Mayor's  claim  that  the  need  has  been  met. 

After  a  spate  of  media  coverage  and  a 
well-publicized  march  and  City  Hall  hearing 
in  late  November,  at  which  homeless  people 
demanded  that  shelters  be  opened,  the 
Mayor  stepped  into  action.  She  announced, 
in  quick  succession,  the  formation  of  her 
Task  Force  and  the  opening  of  a  number  of 
shelter  beds  — 360  in  Tenderloin 
hotels  for  temporary  use,  and  another  200 
longer-term  beds  at  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  Salvation  Army,  and  St.  Vincent  De 
Paul  Society.  On  December  22,  in  an 
apparent  sign  that  she  considers  the 
problem  solved,  the  Mayor  announced  that, 
"Our  pledge  to  provide  shelter  to  those  who 
seek  it  has  been  fulfilled."  She  also 
announced,  at  that  time,  the  opening  of  75 
beds  at  Grace  Cathedral  on  January  1. 

The  next  day,  homeless  people  and  their 
supporters  went  Christmas  caroling  in 
response  to  the  Mayor's  statement.  Using 
new  words  to  some  old  carols,  like  "God 
Rest  Ye,  Merry  Gentlemen,"  the  singers 
made  their  position  clear: 


In  San  Francisco,  this  our  town 
The  homeless  they  did  count 
They  missed  a  lot  and  then  they  got 
Shelter  for  that  amount 
And  now  they  say  the  problem 's  solved 
But  we  know  that's  not  true 
O  tidings  of  hunger,  rain  and  cold  and 

never  a  job 
O  tidings  of  hunger  rain  and  cold. 

Criticism  of  the  Mayor's  statement  came  in 
from  several  sources.  The  caroling  event 
was  sponsored  by  the  Homeless  Caucus,  a 
newly-formed  group  of  homeless  people  and 
supporters  who  came  together  to  seek  a 
voice  for  the  homeless.  The  Lawyers 
Emergency  Shelter  Committee,  a  group  that 
formed  in  November  and  is  preparing  a 
lawsuit  against  the  City  to  force  it  to  provide 
shelter,  also  issued  a  statement  criticizing 
the  Mayor's  pronouncement. 

Service  providers  interviewed  by  the  Times 
generally  agreed  that  while  progress  has  been 
made  in  providing  shelter,  the  full  need  has 
not  been  met. 

Reverend  Richard  Kerr,  the  Director  of  the 
new  shelter  at  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  told 
the  Times  that  "We  haven't  got  nearly 
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enough  beds.  We  don't  have  adequate 
outreach.  (The  Task  Force)  is  afraid  to  reach 
out  (for  fear)  we  will  be  overwhelmed." 


"I  think  there's  a  lot  more  people  out 
there,"  said  Barbara  Arms  of  Hospitality 
House.  "The  beds  are  filling  up  with  no 
outreach.  Can  you  imagine  what  would 
happen  if  we  did  outreach  to  more  people? 
There  are  people  out  there  who  have  staked 
out  a  space  for  themselves  in  dry  spots  or 
abandoned  buildings  who  don't  want  to  give 
up  what  they've  got  for  an  indefinite  stay  in 
a  hotel  room." 

Mark  Bush,  a  homeless  man  who  has  been 
volunteering  at  the  Stratford  Hotel,  agrees. 
"There's  still  a  lot  of  people  out  there. 
There's  still  not  enough  beds.  A  lot  of  people 
who  have  a  spot  don't  come  in  for  a  ticket 
because  you  can  only  get  them  for  one  night 
at  a  time  and  they  don't  want  to  carry  their 
stuff  back  and  forth  with  them." 

Questions  have  also  been  raised  by  some 
about  the  nature  of  the  shelter  system  that 
has  been  established  to  date.  "The  current 
set-up  answers  no  needs  other  than  shelter 
for  the  night,  by  the  night,"  said  Leon 
continued  on  page  11 


Credit  Unions  continued 

initiated  to  look  into  the  possibility  of  North 
of  Market  becoming  an  active  part  of  the 
credit  union. 

A  little  over  a  year  old,  the  Northeast 
Community  Credit  Union  has  assets  of 
$210,000  and  over  400  members.  In  addition 
to  member  desposits,  the  credit  union 
received  a  $100,000  capitalization  loan  from 
the  government  as  well  as  several  grants 
and  loans  from  foundations  and  corpora- 
tions. 

Staff  person  Isabell  Huie  says  that  to  date, 
70  loans  totaling  $195,000  have  been  given 
out,  "without  one  delinquency."  Because 
the  credit  union  is  a  young  one,  the  credit 
committee  has  been  focusing  on  smaller, 
consumer  loans. 

Huie  points  out  that  a  credit  union  may  issue 
loans  to  people  banks  traditionally  shy  away 
from.  "We  gave  one  loan  to  someone  who 
did  not  have  a  credit  history  and  simply  took 
a  chance,"  she  says.  "We  weren't  disap- 
pointed—the person  lived  up  to  their 
commitments,  and  we  are  happy  to  say  that 
they  can  now  begin  to  establish  a  traditional 
credit  history  with  other  lenders  who 
wouldn't  have  given  him  the  initial  break  we 
did." 

Members  of  NOMPC's  Credit  Union  Task 
Force  admit  they  have  more  ambitious  goals 
for  a  credit  union.  "Consumer  loans  and 
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financial  services  are  essential  in  low-in- 
come neighborhoods  like  the  Tenderloin  and 
Chinatown  where  banks  typically  redline 
(refuse  to  make  loans),"  says  Task  Force 
member  Steve  Fuller.  "But  we'd  like  to  go 
farther  than  that.  We  would  like  to  see  the 
assets  of  the  credit  union  going  towards 
community  economic  development  projects, 
like  helping  to  set  up  a  small  business  or 
aiding  nonprofits  in  securing  options  on 
buildings.  We  don't  want  all  this  wealth 
from  outside  developers  being  generated 
here  and  then  leaving,  essentially  ripping  us 
off.  We  want  it  put  to  use  for  the 
community. " 

Coalition  member  Jack  Cox,  who  worked  for 
a  community  development  credit  union  in 
Portland,  is  a  little  more  wary.  "Currently 
this  credit  union  is  subsisting  on  outside 
grants  and  not  on  its  members  assets.  That's 
a  precarious  position  — what  happens  when 
the  grants  run  out?"  he  asks. 

Cox  sees  great  advantages  in  working  with 
Chinatown  but  would  also  like  to  look  into 
the  possibility  of  setting  up  a  credit  union 
strictly  for  the  Tenderloin.  "We  d  have  to 
weigh  the  time  and  energ.  it  would  take  to 
set  up  a  new  credit  union  with  the  benefits  of 
joining  an  already  established  and  chartered 
institution,"  he  says. 

"One  advantage  of  joining  with  China- 
town," says  Coalition  staffer  Erik  Schapiro. 
"is  that  bridges  would  be  built  to  the  Asian 
community,  both  within  the  Tenderloin  and 
in  Chinatown. " 


Lion  Kuntz,  another  Task  Force  member, 
would  like  to  see  a  credit  union  that  not  only 
spurred  economic  development  within  the 
neighborhood,  but  provided  needed  finan- 
cial services  for  residents,  such  as  check 
cashing  and  small  short  term  loans  at  the 
end  of  the  month. 

Whatever  route  the  neighborhood  takes  — 
creating  its  own  State-chartered  credit  union 
just  for  the  Tenderloin,  or  joining  with 
Northeast  — it's  clear  there's  a  definitive 
interest  in  community  controlled  financial 
institutions. 

The  Credit  Union  Task  Force  estimates  over 
40  million  dollars  flows  through  the  neigh- 
borhood—from Ramada  Inn's  UDAG 
monies,  payrolls  from  community  groups, 
rents  in  different  buildings,  and  assets  from 
businesses  and  individual  savings.  "While 
realistically,  we  can't  capture  all  of  that," 
says  Fuller,  "even  10%  would  be  a 
significant  amount  of  capital  to  recycle  in 
this  community  for  the  community's  bene- 
fit." 

The  Credit  Union  Task  Force  will  continue  to 
investigate  these  questions.  They  will  be 
issuing  a  community  survey  to  find  out  what 
kind  of  financial  services  people  want  and 
need,  and  what  type  of  economic  develop- 
ment goals  the  community  as  a  whole  holds. 

For  information  on  NOMPC's  Credit  Union 
Task  Force  or  the  Northeast  Community 
Credit  Union,  contact  Erik  at  474-2164. 


IS  IT  A  NEW  YEAR? 

Hearts  closed  from 
my  observation. 
Show  of  hunger, 
Lines  formed, 
This  depressive  year. 

No  need  to  even  wonder  of 

distant  places, 
And  preachers  still  recite 

their  verse. 
We're  at  a  standstill: 
With  no  good  reviews  so 

the  paper  states. 

Revolution  amidst  each 

passing  day, 
Some  await  opportunity 

patiently. 
Do  leaders  know  solutions 

that  we  want? 

Answers  seem  hidden, 
We're  searching, 
Bottom  line  receiving 
end, 

Contemplating  to  keep 

an  open  heart 
Hoping  for  a  change. 

Study  problems, 
More  existing, 
Have  we  stood  by  too  long? 
A  New  Year  supposedly  — 
the  same  old  problems. 

Ezekiel  Ward 


THERE  IS  AN  OPENING  AT  PARKER  DODD 

There  is  an  opening  at  Parker  Dodd. 

I  don't  know  if  I  will  get  it. 

I  am  going  to  apply  in  the  morning. 

\  hope  \he  personnel  manager  likes  me. 

"This  is  the  business  of  rejections." 

They  say  everyone  will  say  no  until  one  person  says  yes. 

If  my  feet  were  stone,  they  would  shine, 

polished  by  the  pavement. 

Tomorrow  I  will  be  hungry  again. 

And  then  again  the  day  after  that. 

I  will  be  hungry  every  day  until  the  day  I  get  a  job. 

Then,  when  I  get  a  job,  I  will  go  to  work. 

I  will  wash  dishes  or 

I  will  type  letters  or 

I  will  pour  concrete  or 

I  will  paint  walls  or 

I  will  punch  buttons  or 

I  will  stuff  envelopes  or 

I  will  sell  shoes  or 

I  will  make  important  decisions. 

Decisions  about  how  to  spend  clients'  monies, 

Decisions  about  what  medicine  to  prescribe, 

Decisions  about  which  contractor  to  hire, 

Decisions  about  who  to  hire  next... 

Now  I  am  a  great  and  important  Personnel  Manager 

Maybe  even,  at  Parker  Dodd. 

Where  there  is  an  opening... 

I  am  sitting  behind  a  desk  and 

My  secretary  is  ushering  me  into  my  office 

to  be  interviewed  by  me. 

"Say,  I  like  that  man. 

He  looks  like  he  would  work  hard. 

He  would  make  us  lots  of  money. 

I  think  I  will  hire 

ME." 

Emily  Tigay  Cutler 
12-7-82 


MONDAY  NITE  RAIN 

Monday  Nite  Football  is  on  tv 
Me,  I  could  care  less, 
It's  a  rainy  nite  in  San  Francisco, 
And  the  streets  are  sure  a  mess. 

Standing  outside  Hospitality  House 
While  they're  cleaning  up  up  stairs, 
Most  of  the  people  are  quiet  as  a  mouse, 
Others  just  stand  and  stare. 

At  last  the  bells  of  St.  Boniface  clang 
It's  six  o'clock,  you  know, 
They  open  the  door  with  a  click  and  a  bang, 
And  up  the  stairs  we  go. 

By  Slim  Chance 


Ohe 

WXIO'EZS  Workshop 


KEYONNEE 
I  love  you  more 

Than  all  the  gold  in  copperville 
and  all  the  silver  threads  of  living 
I  love  you  more 

than  rainy  fires  in  eyes  that  are  mystical 
than  silk  and  satin  and  high  button  shoes 
than  profiles  in  courage 
and  counterfeit  fame  and  gingerbread 

I  love  you  more 

than  leap  year  out  of  circuit 

Time  to  think  about  it 

Rainy  nights  in  country  state  houses 

and  puddles  and  butterflies 

I  love  you  more 

than  ten  thousand  arabian  nights 
more  than  favorite  folk  heroes 
glass  slippers  and 
dreams  come  true 

You're  living  proof  of  a  spiritual  quest 
undampened  by  hard  of  hearing  poets 
and  funky  guitars 
I  love  you  more 

than  all  the  pros  and  cons  of  freedom 
girl 

you  mirror  all  my  thoughts  and 
act  out  all  my  moods 

You're  so  much  more  than  beautiful 
I'll  spend  my  time 
Just  loving  you. 

Bobbie  Thalia 


CLOBBERING  THE  CLASSICS 

Cerebral  man,  cranial  anthropoid  that  he  is, 
Entices  the  ribald  laughter  of  the  gods; 
Laughter  that  shakes  the  very  rafters  of  heaven, 
As  they  regard  the  girandole  of  genius 
Briefly  lighting  up  the  skies: 

Fortunes  lit  by  the  phenomenon  of  fame 
Fade  with  the  fickleness  of  fashion, 
Or  the  fostering  of  free  thought. 
So  it  is  with  poetry. 

Dabblers  in  the  dreams  and  derelictions 

of  fortuitous  man 
Endure  only  until  the  mallet  and  chisel 

of  time 
Pares  down  their  stature; 

For  there  is  a  fair  alliance 

of  tissue  and  bone 
In  the  strength  and  structure 

of  a  poem; 
The  smooth  arterial  flow 
Unclotted  by  starchy  hyperbole 
Sorely  tests  the  ribs  of  reason, 
Jellying  the  joints  of  logic 
With  sound  and  fury. 

So,  masters  of  the  exquisite  cliche, 
Attend  the  throes  of  ill-born  virtue 
With  sonorous  soliloquies; 
Torturing  nature's  testimony 
Into  an  air-tight  bag, 

Where  "brooks  and  stones  have  tongues," 

And  "Adversity,  like  a  jewel 

In  a  toad's  head'' 

Stabs  with  its  eerie  light 

The  perennial  gloom  of  poverty. 

Anna  Krivonic  (c)  1982 


LIFE  IN  HOCK 

We  have  so  many  bills  to  pay 

we  don't  know  what  to  do. 

Our  bank  account  is  overdrawn; 

our  friends  are  tapped  out  too. 

So,  once  more  to  the  pawnshop 

with  our  valuables  we'll  go, 

where  they'll  greet  us  by  our  first  names 

as  we  come  in  through  the  door. 

Life  in  hock,  I  tell  you, 
it's  a  crying  shame! 
I'm  too  poor  to  pay  attention 
and  it's  driving  me  insane. 

Well,  I  really  love  my  country, 

yet  I  think  there's  something  wrong, 

when  it  wants  to  tax  the  unemployed 

to  build  another  bomb. 

With  the  soup  lines  in  our  nation 

getting  longer  every  day, 

where  the  hell's  the  money  going 

that  the  government  gets  paid? 

Timothy  J.  Donovan 


MICHAEL  WHY  ARE  YOU  SO  SEXY? 

Michael  why  are  you  so  sexy? 
You  walk  and  your  fanny  goes  wild 
But  not  so  wild 
It  just  drives  onlookers  wild 
Because  you're  cool  and  dandy 

Michael  why  are  you  so  sexy? 

Just  look  at  those  eyes,  the  hair 

The  eyes 

Oh,  those  eyes 

They  don't  look  half  asleep 

You  look  at  the  time 

And  the  sex  just  comes  out 

Michael  the  hair,  your  hair 
With  oil 

It's  the  eighties,  not  the  fifties 
The  hair 

Oh,  naked  as  a  naked  bird 
Michael  why  are  you  so  sexy? 
"I've  given  up  women 
That's  why!" 

Ling  P.  Sicat 


The  Tenderloin  Writers  Workshop  meets 
every  Wednesday  at  7  PM  and  every  Saturday 
at  2PM  at  146  Leavenworth  St.  It  is  free  and 
open  to  anyone. 


All  works  Copyright  ©  1982  by  the  authors. 


REAGAN  AND  BEGIN 

Reagan  and  Begin 
they  don't  look  alike. 
One  is  circumcised, 
the  other  not. 

Reagan  tall,  the  other  short. 

One  a  Ham,  no  relation  to  the  other 

who  is  kosher  on  occasion. 


Yet  plaudits  they  share  in*  common 

blessings  from  the  Pentagon. 

Democracy  saved  in  El  Salvador  by  Reagan. 

Zionism  brought  with  bombs  to  Lebanon  by  Begin. 

Our  macho  President  will  beard  the  hairy  Castro, 

the  Lybian  strong  man,  overthrow; 

he  takes  them  on,  and  the  air  controllers  too,  even  when 

he  snoozes. 

He  encourages  the  freedom  loving  Poles 
to  seek  blessings,  solidarity  with  the  Pope, 
To  start  a  ruckus  with  the  Russkies 
that  will  bring  them  equality 
with  Chinese  and  Koreans. 
Then  they'll  achieve  democracy 
as  in  South  Africa  and  Chile. 

Evidence  to  all  the  world 

that  brothers  don't  have  to  look  alike. 

Hair  on  top  no  proof  of  brains, 

or  Lack  of  it  no  evidence 

they  aren't  kin 

closer  than  Siamese  twins— Reagan  and  Begin 
brothers  under  the  skin. 

October,  1981 


communication 

brings  the  world  together 

education 

we  can  rule  ourselves 
the  elite 

no  longer  needed 
war 

to  keep  the  upper  hand 
alienation 

children  of  the  80's 
our  legacy 

enslavement  of  our  minds 
we  know 

change  will  come 
but  we  feel 
the  greyness 

the  elite 

fading  dreams  of  despotic  power 
on  the  lookout 
for  a  new  scam 

fears 

bad  dreams,  war  and  street  violence 

prevent  communication 

we  the  sheep 

waiting  for  a  leader 

to  shake  the  sleep  from  our  eyes 

and  take  away  our  sheepness 

the  white  leaders 

hypnotised,  or  out  partying 

the  black  leaders,  dead 

the  cops,  watching 

reactive  minds 

trained  reactions  to  force-fed  stimulation 

profess  loyalty  to  a  police  state 

with  a  song  on  the  lips 

macho  consumerism 

the  state  religion 

we  think  of  machines 

as  bombs  fall  in  El  Salvador 

think  again,  Americans 

oppress  the  oppressor 
destroy  the  elite 
free  the  enslaved  minds 
bu\\d  a  nevw  America 
where  no  elite  can  ever  rule 
at  peace  with  all  nations 
in  harmony  with  nature 
full  of  light 

the  pure  energy  of  the  sun 

Anonymous,  1982 


THE  HUMAN  KIND 

The  explosion  rocked  my  mind 

Is  this  what  to  expect  from  human  kind 

A  weapon  to  destroy  our  earth 

Out  of  these  ashes  to  become  rebirth 

A  life  we  were  given  to  do  or  die 

Can't  we  even  make  them  hear  our  cry 

All  we  want  is  to  rock  this  place 

Not  to  watch  it  blow  into  outer  space 

No  chances  for  a  quick  escape 

No  time  to  rewind  the  human  tape 

I  cried  stop;  no  answer  came 

Now  the  earth  is  gone;  are  the  Russians  to  blame? 

So  this  is  what  came  from  the  human  brain 

Is  it  time  to  start  over  and  do  it  again 

Lifeless  for  so  many  years 

Total  destruction  by  protecting  our  fears 

Still  spinning  and  churning  through  my  mind 

Is  there  still  hope  for  the  human  kind? 

Lisa  Ling 


OLD  MAGAZINES  &  PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

Girly  —  Movie  —  Rock  —  Fashion  —  etc. 
Noon  to  7  PM,  Mon  to  Fri 
839  Larkin  at  Geary,  441-7737 


LENV4N  &  GESMER 
attorneys 

General  Civil  Practice,  incl.  Personal 
Injury,  Landlord-Tenant  &  Consumer  Law 

1242  Market  Street  (bet.  8th  and  9th) 
626-1242 


H««t*d  Pool 


Cockteilt 


CARAVAN  LODGE 

Owe  0/  The  Ones  Most  Beautiful  Acres 

Color  TV,  AM,  PM  Radios    Downtown  Civic  Center  Location 
TKo  lost  Advil   IV   MovMt  In  Color 


SOI  MAWSS 
il  Mwtiir 


401  EDDY  AT  lABKlN 
Sen  Francisco  94109 

(«tt)  m-isso 


345  TAYLOR  STREET  TELEPHONE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAM  102  415-673-2332 
TorWraa  raaarvatkona:  USA  (600)  227-4074;  California  (800)  622-0873 
TELEX  470  002  MARK  Ul 


(415)  771-8755 


Vecchio  Ciquors 


FINE  WINES  AND  SPIRITS 


JOSEPH  WAYNE 
Proprietor 


374  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94102 


SANDWICHES 

Turk  &  Larkin  Deli 


476  Turk  Street 


771-6889 
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Tenderloin  Tenants  Hold  Convention 


Richasid  PaAkeA  addAQAAing  l*t  annual 

continued  from  page  3 

tenants  to  learn  and  exercise  their  rights  to 
decent  and  safe  housing. 

"We  have  to  get  out  of  the  isolation  of  our 
hotel  rooms  and  become  aware  of  the  bigger 
picture  in  the  neighborhoods,"  Parker  said. 
Tenants  have  to  close  ranks,  organize,  and 
speak  with  one  voice  in  forcing  landlords  to 
make  repairs." 

Various  workshops  were  held  during  the 
day,  including  "Organizing  Your  Building," 
"How  to  Get  Repairs  Made,"  "How  to 
Respond  to  an  Eviction"  and  "How  to 
Research  Your  Landlord." 

At  the  day's  end,  after  a  lengthy  period  of 
amendment  and  debate,  the  Convention 
passed  a  slate  of  resolutions.  The  resolutions 
included: 

•  Supporting  tenants  rights  by  aiding 
tenants  in  organizing  in  their  building  and 
putting  forward  a  "Tenants'  Bill  of 
Rights."  


JandoJiloin  To.na.ntA  Convention 


•  Advocating  for  progressive  housing  laws 
and  legal  responses,  including  streng- 
thening the  rent  control  ordinance  by 
tightening  the  vacancy  de-control  loop- 
holes and  supporting  a  total  ban  on 
conversion  of  apartments  and  hotels  to 
condominiums  or  tourist  hotels,  etc. 

•  Continuing  to  work  in  coalition  with  other 
neighborhood  groups,  legal  organizations 
and  labor  unions. 

•  Advocating  for  permanent  public  shelters 
for  homeless  people  and  for  preservation 
of  existing  low  income  housing  stock, 
especially  residential  hotels,  to  prevent 
further  homelessness. 

•  Ensuring  adequate  heat  and  hot  water  in 
residential  hotels  through  a  series  of 
administrative  and  enforcement  changes 
in  proceduresof  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  and  Bureau  of  Bu'  iing  Inspection. 


•  Organizing  specific  actions  to  follow  up 
the  Convention,  including  a  neighbor- 
hood-wide demonstration  early  next  year 
and  at  least  one  tenants'  block  meeting  in 
every  block  of  the  Tenderloin  before  the 
end  of  1983. 

After  the  slate  was  finalized  and  passed  by  a 
vote  of  the  Convention,  chair  Don  Feeser 
asked  glibly,  "Now  what  do  you  want  me  to 
do  with  these  — take  'em  back  to  the  office  or 
what?"  He  then  urged  the  crowd  to  actively 
join  with  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  in  the  next  year  to  ensure  that  the 
"New  Year's  Resolution"  didn't  turn  out  to 
be  empty  promises  or  a  useless  wish  list. 

Conference  organizers  deemed  the  event  a 
success.  "While  parts  of  the  day  were  a  little 
chaotic,  I  think  that's  par  for  the  course," 
said  Feeser.  "This  is  an  important  day  for 
Tenderloin  tenants.  It  remains  for  us  now  to 
follow  up  on  the  plan  of  action  we've  laid  out 
today." 

A  first  important  step  in  turning  conference 
discussion  into  tenant  action  will  be  to  make 
a  strong  showing  at  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors' January  5  hearings  on  heat  problems 
at  residential  hotels.  The  Residential  Hotel 
Task  Force  of  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  will  be  organizing  a  march  that  day 
and  building  for  a  large  turnout  at  the 
hearing.  The  march  will  begin  at  12:30  from 
the  Coalition  office  at  295  Eddy,  and  will 
stop  off  at  several  heatless  hotels  on  the  way 
to  City  Hall. 

If  you'd  like  more  information  about  the 
Residential  Hotel  Task  Force,  the  hearing 
and  march,  call  474-2164.  The  Task  Force 
meets  every  Wednesday  at  2:00  pm  at  295 
Eddy  Street. 


Tina  Tatro:  "Being  friendly,  that  always  helps" 


by  Robert  Volbrecht 


Tina  Tatro— four  foot,  eleven  and  3A  inches 
of  community  spirit  and  friendliness  — sips 
coffee  and  gestures  with  her  right  hand, 
smiling  frequently.  "I  believe  in  cooperation 
among  people,"  she  says,  "in  individuals 
trying  to  help  each  other,  not  hinder  each 
other." 

It's  easy  to  believe  her. 

Tina  is  the  founding  President  of  the 
Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Association 
(TNA),  a  one-year  old  group  of  Tenderloin 
folks  brought  together  out  of  a  common 
concern  for  the  community.  She's  a  hard- 
working person  who  can  be  seen  at  most 
neighborhood  events  and  meetings- 
sharing  ideas,  talking  with  neighbors,  even 
helping  to  clean  up  when  the  action  is  over. 

"We  try  to  establish  a  sense  of  community, ' ' 
she  says  of  the  Association.  '  'It  gives  people 
something  to  be  proud  of,  being  part  of 
something  — the  TNA. 

"The  Tenderloin  is  a  lot  of  little  islands," 
she  continues.  "People  isolated,  trying  to 
cope  with  boredom  and  the  feeling  of  not 
wanting  to  be  here.  But  community  spirit  is 
growing,  a  lot  more  people  know  each  other. 
Being  friendly,  that  always  helps.  If  you  give 
people  a  big  grin,  they  feel  maybe  it's  not  so 
bad  being  here." 

For  Tina,  TNA  is  a  source  of  pride  and  a 
catalyst.  "I  think  the  TNA  inspires  other 
groups.  You  get  two  groups  together  and 
then  you  get  a  third  group,  a  lot  of  new  ideas 
and  a  new  approach." 

The  recent  media  coverage  Tenderloin 
organizing  efforts  have  attracted  is  satis- 
fying to  Tina. 


"I'm  really  happy  when  I  see  all  the  people  I 
know  on  T.V.,"  she  says.  "I  think  it  gives  us 
more  of  a  sense  we're  really  doing 
something.  In  ten  years,  if  we  win  all  our 
battles,  the  Tenderloin  will  be  a  nicer  place. 
We've  got  to  create  our  own  jobs  here, 
period.  One  of  the  worst  problems  is  the  bad 
press  we've  got  in  the  past." 

Tina  tells  about  a  meeting  of  neighborhood 
groups  she  went  to  at  Grace  Cathedral. 
When  it  was  announced  there  were  two 
people  from  the  Tenderloin,  heads  turned  in 
surprise  and  shock.  She  feels  good  about  the 
recent  better  press  the  neighborhood  has 
been  getting.  "Other  neighborhoods  are 
supportive  of  what  we  are  trying  to  do 
here." 

She  gets  irked  though  when  people  worry 
about  transients  sleeping  on  park  benches. 
"What  do  they  care,  they  don't  live  there. 
Why  bar  the  people  who  need  it  the  most?" 


Tina  speaks  with  pride  about  the  whistles 
the  TNA  has  distributed  to  neighborhood 
people,  whistles  that  people  in  trouble  can 
use  to  summon  help.  The  breakaway  cord 
was  her  mother's  idea  and  is,  Tina  feels,  a 
strong  selling  point.  She  is  also  pleased  with 
the  success  of  the  Safehouse  project. 
Safehouses  are  neighborhood  stores  and 
offices,  identified  by  a  picture  of  a  bird 
inside  a  house,  where  people  can  go  in  an 
emergency  — if  they've  just  been  attacked, 
need  protection,  or  want  a  safe  place  to  call 
for  the  police  or  other  emergency  services. 

Tina  has  lived  in  apartments  all  her  life  and 
has  always  been  involved  in  neighborhoods. 
She  moved  to  San  Francisco  in  1973  from  a 
Boston  neighborhood  similar  to  the  Tender- 
loin, and  lived  in  the  Mission  and  on  Geary 
Street  before  moving  in  1977  to  Ellis  Street 
in  the  Tenderloin.  She  feels  right  at  home. 
Besides  the  TNA,  she  is  president  of  her  local 
union  (because,  she  says,  no  one  else 
wanted  the  job)  and  just  recently  became  a 
Girl  Scout  leader  here  in  the  Tenderloin. 

"The  Tenderloin  is  filled  with  an  incredible 
amount  of  talent,"  she  insists.  "People  are 
all  looking  for  ways  to  put  themselves  into 
the  community,  to  share  themselves." 

The  TNA  wants  people  to  come  to  then- 
Thursday  night  meeting.  "More  warm 
bodies,  that's  what  it's  about,  a  chance  to 
see  each  other."  Membership  is  easy  — 
come  twice  and  you  get  to  vote.  There  are  no 
dues.  One  gets  the  strong  feeling,  talking  to 
Tina,  that  she  belongs  to  the  Tenderloin 
Neighborhood  Association,  not  because  of 
the  "Association,"  but  for  the  neighbors. 
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the  Tenderloin,  since  Reagan  has  killed  the 
Section  8  program.  Additionally,  the  Hous- 
ing Authority  is  planning  to  tear  down  their 
administrative  building  on  Turk  Street  and 
replace  it  with  89  units  of  senior  housing 
over  3  floors  of  new  offices  for  themselves. 
Sounds  great,  but  why  just  senior  housing? 
Why  continue  to  isolate  and  segregate 
people  from  each  other?  Leaving  that 
unanswered,  let  me  also  report  that  Catholic 
Social  Services  is  planning  a  100  unit 
building  in  the  parking  lot  on  McAlister  and 
Leavenworth.  Final  report:  Mr.  Julian 
it  wasn't,  we  can  also  report  that  Julian 
Levy,  a  well-connected  Faculty  member  at 
Hastings,  is  looking  around  for  a  building  to 
rehab  for  the  community  and  is  in  touch  with 
folks  at  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition. 

Aarti  Gets  Facelift  It's  taken  eight 

tenants,  two  supervisors,  and  thirty-five  to 
forty  gallons  of  paint  to  transform  the  face  of 
the  Aarti  Hotel  on  Leavenworth.  Before 
painting  the  building,  tenants  did  extensive 
masonry  work,  waterblasting  and  recaulking. 
Meanwhile,  on  the  inside,  all  of  the 
wainscotting  is  being  stained  and  varnished. 
Drowning  in  Clothes,  but  Happy 
Hospitality  House's  Clothing  Drive  has  been 
so  wildly  successful  that  the  clothing  room  is 
threatening  to  engulf  the  offices  of  the 
Tenderloin  Times.  But  led  by  the  intrepid 
Howard  Grayson,  the  clothing  room  volun- 
teers are  wading  through  the  countless  bags 
of  clothes  to  sort  them  and  distribute  them. 
Clothing  Czar  Grayson  extends  his  heartiest, 
if  slightly   fatigued,    thanks   to   all  who 


donated.  Keep  those  pants  and  jackets 
coming!  Just  to  prove  that  he's  a  sweet  guy, 
Grayson  is  putting  together  a  benefit  bake 
sale  for  the  clothing  room,  to  held  at  11:00 
am  on  February  2.  All  are  invited  to  come 
help  turn  delectables  into  de  wearables. 

Insight  to  the  Madonna  The  blind 

and  sighted  kids  of  Project  Insight,  visited 
and  entertained  the  women  of  the  Madonna 
Residence  in  November,  putting  on  a  short 
Thanksgiving  skit  and  singing  Christmas 
carols.  Pictured  below  is  Madonna  resident 
Katie  Popovich  with  the  insightful  Narith 
and  Many  Ry,  residents  of  Turk  Street. 


Tenderloin  On  the  Tube  The 

Tenderloin's  been  just   about   the  most 
newsworthy  neighborhood  in  town  lately  and 
for  a  change,  most  of  the  coverage  has  been 
positive.  Several  stations  covered  the  Ten-  s 
ant's  Convention,  and  Channel  2  did  a  fea- 


ture on  neighborhood  resident  and  all- 
around  nice  guy  Don  Feeser,  who  told  the 
reporter  that  he  wouldn't  live  anywhere  but 
the  Tenderloin.  But  did  you  tell  them  about 
the  great  little  newspaper  we've  got... Chan- 
nel 7  walked  through  a  day  in  the  life  of  Leon 
Zecha,  our  hard-working  homeless  volun- 
teer. They  even  filmed  him  shaving  in  the 
bathroom  at  the  Planning  Coalition  and 
you'll  have  to  watch  the  sequel  to  see  him 
putting  on  the  band-aid.  The  Today  Show 
has  been  around,  filming  stories  on  the 
homeless  and  the  Safehouses,  which  have 
received  a  great  deal  of  attention,  even  in 
the  LA  Times,  which  actually  scooped  our 
locals  on  the  story.  Anyway,  we're  making 
news. 

You  Read  it  Here  Last  You  probably 
know  this  by  now  but  the  good  Dr.  Dennis 
Stone  left  his  position  at  North  of  Market 
Senior  Service  Center  in  November  to  take  a 
job  as  head  of  Geriatrics  at  Contra  Costa 
County  Hospital.  After  some  10  years,  the 
"Doctor  of  the  Tenderloin"  has  moved  on. 
We  wish  him  well... Dr.  Stone's  work  with 
Tenderloin  seniors  will  carry  on,  of  course. 
The  Task  Force  on  Aging,  a  sub-committee 
of  the  North  of  Market  Planning  coalition 
has  grown  to  include  35  people  and,  18 
different  senior-serving  agencies.  It  func- 
tions as  a  clearinghouse  on  services,  activi- 
ties and  projects  for  Tenderloin  seniors.  The 
Task  Force  is  planning,  among  other  things, 
to  hold  a  workshop  for  Tenderloin  merchants 
to  better  inform  them  of  available  senior 
services,  and  to  develop  an  earthquake  relief 
plan  for  seniors.  If  you'd  like  to  work  with 
the  Task  Force,  or  simply  get  more  info,  call 
Suzanne  Gilbert  at  558-2308. 


Hotel  Cold  War  Heats  up 


continued  from  page  1 


hotels,  feeling  radiators  and  interviewing 
frozen  tenants.  His  front  page  expose  of  the 
cold,  the  callous  and  the  bureaucratic 
spurred  further  media  coverage  and  sent 
some  shock  waves  through  the  offices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  (BBI). 

The  Housing  Clinic's  Shaw,  who  has  been 
working  on  the  problem  of  heatless  hotels 
for  three  years,  was  pleased  by  the  sudden 
media  and  inspection  blitzes,  though  he 
found  them  somewhat  ironic. 

"This  should  not  have  been  a  revelation," 
said  Shaw,  "it's  been  going  on  for  years. 
The  irony  is  that  in  the  past  the  City  has 
always  said  they  didn't  have  enough  staff  to 
handle  the  inspections.  Now,  after  getting 
some  bad  press,  they  inspect  130  hotels  in 
less  than  2  weeks. 

"I'm  delighted  with  the  publicity  and  with 
the  City's  action,"  Shaw  continues.  "What 
I'm  concerned  about  though,  is  the  long  run. 
Unless  some  real  changes  are  made  in  the 
way  city  housing  inspectors  do  business,  this 
whole  thing's  going  to  blow  over  and  be 
forgotter  and  old  people  will  still  be 
shivering  in  their  rooms." 

There  are  a  number  of  changes  Shaw  and 
others  would  like  to  see  made.  They  have 
been  discussed  and  debated  by  the  Planning 
Coalition's  Residential  Hotel  Task  Force  as 
well  as  the  recent  Tenderloin  Tenants' 
Convention  and  include: 

*  Strengthening  the  heat  requirement  in  the 
City's  Housing  Code  to  establish  definite 
fixed  times  during  which  heat  must  be 
provided.  Currently,  landlords  are  required 
to  provide  11  hours  of  heat  between  6  am 
and  midnight,  but  there  are  no  specified 
hours  during  which  heat  must  be  on  and 
inspectors  who  discover  cold  radiators  at  any 
given  time  cannot  prove  non-compliance 
with  the  law. 

*  Strengthening  the  hot  water  requirement 
in  the  Code.  Currently,  the  Code  requires 
merely  that  "adequate  hot  and  cold  running 
water"  be  provided  in  older  buildings. 
Newer  buildings  (post-1965)  must  be  able  to 


provide  7  gallons  of  hot  water  per  unit.  This 
should  be  extended  to  all  buildings. 

*  Instituting  random  inspections  of  hotels, 
as  is  done  with  restaurants,  as  opposed  to 
inspectors  merely  following  up  once  a 
complaint  is  made. 

*  Varying  the  work  hours  of  inspectors  so 
that  all  inspections  are  not  always  done 
between  8  am  and  5  pm. 

*  Expanding  the  hours  during  which  people 
can  make  complaints  to  inspectors.  Cur- 
rently, inspectors  can  be  reached  only 
between  8:00  and  9:00  am  and  4:30  and  5:00 
pm,  making  it  very  difficult  for  people  to 
make  complaints.  Staff  capable  of  handling 
complaints  and  providing  information  should 
be  on  duty  8  hours  a  day. 

*  Instituting  one-stop  inspections  so  that  one 
inspector    can    handle    all    basic  areas. 
Currently,  different  inspectors  must  come 
out  for  different  problems,  such  as  plumbing, 
electrical,  health-related,  etc. 

*  Establishing  a  Slumlord  Task  Force,  as 
exists  in  Los  Angeles,  to  prosecute  repeat 
offenders  and  establish  tougher  sanctions 
for  violators. 

Beyond  these  changes,  Shaw  would  like  to 
see  enforcement  of  basic  standards  in  areas 
like  the  Tenderloin  become  more  of  a 
priority.  "Right  now,  BBI  is  out  there  in  the 
Outer  Richmond  looking  for  illegal  in-law 
apartments,"  says  Shaw.  "You'd  think  that 
residential  hotels  and  low-income  housing 
would  be  a  priority.  But  it  seems  like  they 
only  really  pay  attention  to  such  areas  when 
they  want  to  gentrify  them.  " 

Changes  in  the  law  and  in  inspection 
procedures  will  be  discussed  in  a  special 
hearing  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Housing 
Committee  on  Wednesday,  January  5  at 
1:00  pm.  The  Residential  Hotel  Task  Force 
will  sponsor  a  rally  on  the  steps  of  City  Hall 
at  12:30  just  prior  to  the  hearing.  For  more 
information,  call  474-2164. 


A  Night  at  the  Delta 
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unfolding  scene. 

Meanwhile,  Don  Louden  and  tenant  union 
organizers  were  calling  each  other  names, 
several  of  Patel's  friends  recognized  Chron- 
icle reporter  Warren  Hinkle,  surrounded 
him  and  called  him  names,  tenants  munched 
Christmas  popcorn  and  TV  lights  illumi- 
nated the  set. 
This  was  definitely  a  show. 

*********** 
Victor  and  Betty  Macias  and  their  13- 
month-old  daughter  Amalia  have  lived  in 
the  Delta  Hotel  for  three-and-a-half 
months.  They  say  there  has  never  been  heat 
until  the  last  three  days,  and  hot  water  is  in- 
frequent, while  roaches  and  rodents  are 
abundant.  Betty  also  complained  of  har- 
assment from  hotel  workers. 

"The  night  security  guy  always  gets 
drunk  — drinks  all  night  long,"  she  told  the 
Times.  She  said  that  he  had  chased  and 
grabbed  her  and  showed  a  welt  on  her  arm 
she  claimed  was  caused  by  him.  '  'Once  I  saw 
them  beat  up  a  man  with  an  artificial  leg." 
she  said.  "He  wouldn't  stop." 

Outside,  Burl  Pennington  was  taking  refuge 
in  the  relative  sanity  of  Sixth  Street,  leaning 
on  a  car.  Pennington,  who  turned  63  the  next 
day,  has  lived  in  the  Delta  for  42  years.  "I 
moved  in  in  1939,"  he  said,  and  except  for 
one  three-year  period,  "I've  been  there 
ever  since." 

Penningto  said  the  building  had  always  been 
well  — run  and  well  — maintained  until  the 
beginning  of  this  year  when  Patel  took  over 
from  the  previous  operator.  *  'The  next  day, 
he  said,  the  decline  began.  "They  won't 
clean  it  up.  It's  just  crummy." 

Meanwhile,  back  inside  the  hotel,  the 
organizers  were  pulling  out,  having  failed  in 
their  attempt  to  hold  a  meeting  with  tenants, 
but  having  succeeded  in  providing  a  good 
show  to  the  media.  "We'll  be  back,"  they 
vowed.  "We'll  be  back." 
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by  Ellie  Cousineau,  R.N. 

New  Year's  Resolutions. 

If  you've  already  vowed  "This  year  I'll  clean 
up  my  act,"  chances  are  there  was  as  much 
self-loathing  involved  as  self-love  in  the 
formulation  of  those  promises  to  yourself. 

When  we  fail  at  our  overly  ambitious  goals 
("I'll  lose  10  pounds  —  this  morning!")  we 
are  blinded  to  smaller  more  realistic 
objectives  we  may  already  be  successfully 
approaching. 

In  fact,  the  best  resolution  is  to  simply  vow 
to  be  happier  with  ourselves.  AND  to  plan  on 
really  working  at  that  goal. 

This  year  you  CAN  change.  No  matter  what 
problem  you  choose  to  focus  on  there  are  lots 
of  people  who  have  that  problem,  too.  Why 
not  join  a  group  for  support  in  setting  and 
reaching  the  goals  that  will  make  you  a 
happier  person?  Most  of  them  cost  nothing. 

Listed  below  are  suggestions  for  where  to 
begin.  Feel  free  to  call  me  at  North  of 


Market  Senior  Center  885-2274  if  the  kind  of 
group  you  want  to  look  into  is  not  listed. 
Good  luck! 

Smokers'  Information  &  Treatment  Centers 

•  "A  Referral  Service ' '  664-2248  1 0-6  pm . 
Free  info  on  various  groups  &  free 
clinics.  Info  on  costs  &  insurance 
coverage. 

Alcohol  Information  &  Treatment  Centers 

•  Alcohol  Hot  Line  563-5400  anytime  day 
or  night. 

•  North  of  Market  Senior  Center  885-2274 
Karen  Fishkin. 

Older  Gay  Men  &  Women 

•  Operation  Concern  563-0202  Will  visit 
homebound  gay  persons.  Support 
groups  and  social  activities. 

Overeaters/Overweight/Nutrition 

•  Overeaters  Anonymous  863-2299  Taped 
message  with  times  and  locations.  No 
fees. 

•  Weight  Watchers  864-8282  Reduced 
fees  for  Seniors. 

•  Health  Center  #4  558-3158  Request 
info  on  weight  reduction  groups  or 
nutrition  counseling. 

•  Widow/Widower    Support  Group 

•  Widow!  Widower  Support  Group 
661-4400  Meets  2nd  &  4th  Thursday 
every  month  from  1-3  pm.  No  cost. 
Whether  you've  suffered  the  loss  of  a 


loved  one  several  days  ago  or  several 
years  ago,  you're  encouraged  to  come. 
Contact:  Helen  Olsen. 


Parkinson's  Disease 

•  California  League  for  the  Handicapped 
441-1980  Support  group  for  persons 
with  Parkinson's.  Also  physical  therapy 
&  speech  therapy.  Spouses  welcome. 

Blind/Vision-loss 

•  California  League  for  the  Handicapped 
441-1980  Support  groups,  adjustment 
assistance.  Low-cost  transport  to  center 
available  ($  0.25). 

Spouse  Abuse 

•  Family  Violence  Project  552-6554 
Group    &    individual    treatment  for 
persons  wishing  to  stop  abusing  their 

spouse.  Victims  can  call  552-1926  for 
info. 

Support  Groups  for  People  Who  Need  a 
Laugh: 

That's  Us! 

•  Check  the  "pink  section"  of  the  S.F. 
Chronicle/Examiner  Sunday  Paper  for 
Comedy  Club  listings.  Most  clubs  have 
an  "open  mike"  nite,  usually  a  Sunday, 
Monday  or  Tuesday.  For  $l-$2,  or 
sometimes  for  free,  you  can  see 
budding  comedians  &  laugh  some 
"urban  tension"  out  of  your  bones. 
Who  knows?  You  might  even  be 
inspired  to  come  up  with  an  act  of  your 
own. 


Tenderloin  Master  Plan  —  Bigger  than  Disney 


by  Steve  Fuller 

Walt  Disney  was  a  man  who  built  his  dreams 
into  physical  reality.  Sixteen  years  ago  when 
he  died  old  Uncle  Walt  was  designing  his 
last  project,  EPCOT,  or  Experimental  Proto- 
type Community  of  Tomorrow.  The  vision 
was  of  a  living  and  working  community 
using  the  latest  technologies  and  evolving 
new  social  forms. 

At  a  cost  of  nearly  one  billion  dollars  and 
utilizing  the  skills  of  1,800  planners  and 
5,000  construction  workers  the  Disney 
organization  has  tried  to  realize  EPCOT  in 
Florida.  They  may  have  created  a  great 
exhibition  of  the  world  and  the  future  but 
they  have  not  fulfilled  Walt's  vision  of  a  real 
community. 

We  here  in  the  Tenderloin  do  have  a  living- 
working  community  of  25,000  people  so 
richly  diverse  eleven  languages  are  spoken. 
We  have  both  a  large  elderly  population  and 
2,000  children.  We  are  active  as  a  commu- 
nity both  in  defending  ourselves  and 
building  for  the  future.  We  are  beginning  to 
develop  a  vision  of  the  future  we  want  and  a 
plan  to  carry  it  out. 

That  vision  is  developing  before  our  eyes 
much  like  a  color  polaroid  photograph.  Its 
outline  seems  to  be  the  following: 

We  should  control  our  own  future  devel- 
opment—no displacement. 

The  3,000   substandard   housing  units 


should  be  rehabbed.  New  housing  must  be 
created.  All  housing  should  be  for  low  and 
moderate  income  people  and  should  be 
human  in  scale  and  design.  Permanently 
house  the  homeless  through  squatting  and 
eminent  domain. 

Utilize  everbody's  skills.  Create  economic 
development.  Create  jobs  through  producers 
cooperatives  like  a  construction  company. 
Use  a  community  development  credit  union 
to  channel  funds  within  the  community  and 
to  serve  the  elderly  and  others  who  can't  get 
proper  banking  services.  Support  local 
neighborhood  serving  businesses  (such  as 
small  grocery  stores  and  restaurants),  and 
consumer's  cooperatives. 


Keep  the  Tenderloin  as  a  place  for  new 
San  Franciscans,  especially  low  income 
people,  while  controlling  tourism. 

How  can  we  do  all  this?  How  can  we  be 
bigger  than  Disney  and  carry  out  the  type  of 
balanced  evolving  community  Walt  had  in 
mind? 

With  25,000  people  we  have  lots  of  potential 
planners.  If  everybody  is  clear  on  the 
general  direction  we  want  our  community  to 
take,  keeps  informed  about  overall  progress, 
and  spends  a  few  hours  a  week  working  on 
some  part  of  the  plan,  we  will  succeed.  If  we 


can  co-ordinate  and  extend  the  activity  we 
have  already  begun,  we  will  succeed.  If  we 
can  communicate  well,  we  will  succeed. 

SHARE  THE  VISION!  LIVE  THE  PLAN! 

The  following  areas  have  working  groups. 
Join  one  or  create  one. 

Zoning 

Tenant's  rights 
Condo/hotel  projects 
-Polk-O'Farrell 

—  Grosvenor  House 

—  Union  Square  West 

Low  income  housing  project  review 

—  Catholic  Social  Services 

—  Housing  Authority 

Parks,  rooftops,  recreational  space 
Community  development  credit  union 
Communications 

—  Tenderloin  Times 

—  Cable  and  low-powered  tv/radio 
Community  Economic  development 

—local  business 

—  Producers'  coops 

—  Consumers'  coops 

For  more  information,  contact  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition,  295  Eddy  St., 
474-2164. 

Next  meeting  —Jan.  5,  Mark  Twain  —  5:30 
co-operative  businesses 
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Notes  on  the  Drinking  Class 


R amblings  from  a  Street  Poet's  Notebook 
by  fred  pietarinen       monday>  9/13/82 

walked  right  into  a  wall  today,  banged  my 
head  &  fell  down  —  don't  think  i  hurt 
myself,  but  was  a  little  distracted  by  the 
little  red  stars  everywhere  there  for  a  second 

—  nice  to  see  my  landlord's  back  from  the 
alcohol  recovery  program  he  was  sentenced 
to  for  a  month  after  his  third  scrape  with  the 
law  over  driving  (in  the  most  recent  case, 
over  parking!)  under  the  influence  —  he 
hasn't  had  "that  first  drink"  yet,  but  he's 
only  been  on  the  loose  for  24  hours,  so  who 
can  predict  his  prospects  for  prolonged 
sobriety?  —  he  said  a  few  weeks  ago  that  he 
figures  he'll  slip  on  new  year's  —  not 
impossible,  as  i  should  know,  being  a 
recovered  alcoholic  of  little  more  than  3 
years  running  —  but,  in  my  case,  i  could 
hardly  "slip,"  since  i  had  made  only  the 
most  feeble  attempts  to  stop  before  i 
basically  had  to,  until  it  came  down  to  a 
life-or-death  choice,  &  then  i  went  into  a 
recovery  home,  to  emerge  finally  resolved  to 
never  have  a  drink  in  my  life  again,  a  resolve 
i've  kept  ever  since  —  certainly  my  health 
breakdowns  during  that  fateful  year  of  1979 
had  more  than  a  little  to  do  with  my  success 

—  i  now  had  a  fullblown  case  of  diabetes, 
which  has  since  gone  down  to  the  borderling 
level  &  i  no  longer  have  to  take  those  special 
little  blue  pills  they  used  to  give  me  to  keep 
the  blood  sugar  levels  down,  now  it  stays 
down  of  its  own  accord,  no  longer  spilling 
into  my  pee  like  it  used  to  —  i  knew  that  i'd 
induced  my  illness  by  drinking,  &  the  surest 
cure  was  to  stop  &  i  was  right  —  i'd  had 
warnings  in  the  form  of  liver  &  pancreas 
attacks  before  coming  down  with  diabetes, 
but  at  the  time  i  told  the  doctors  i'd  rather 
die  than  quit  drinking  —  i  also  remember 
really  meaning  it  —  so  i  cut  out  sugar  & 
alcohol  &  starting  taking  vitamins  & 
watching  my  diet  only  after  it  was  almost  too 
late  —  i  just  came  to  the  big  existentialist 
decision  that  it  was  better,  despite  every- 
thing, to  go  on  living  —  you'd  think  any  sane 
person  would  do  the  same  thing  in  my 
predicament,  but  of  course  you're  wrong  —  i 
met  a  guy  in  the  program  who  had  landed 
there  shortly  after  being  discovered  in  a 
coma,  drunk,  &  his  diabetes  was  bad  enough 
to  require  a  fairly  high  dosage  of  insulin  — 
in  his  confused  drunkenness  he  just  forgot 

—  he  had  an  almost  hopeless  air  abt  his 
drinking,  was  short-temper 'd  &  despondent, 
&  like  so  many  of  the  residents,  could  not 
figure  out  what  to  do  with  his  unscheduled 
time  at  the  hospital,  except  to  play  cards, 
fidget,  watch  t.v.,  &  talk  abt  drinking  — 
telling  drinking  stories,  while  strictly  for- 
bidden, was  one  of  the  most  popular 
pasttimes  —  they  even  told  us  that  maybe  2 
to  5%  of  us  would  make  it,  those  were  the 
statistics  —  &  then  there's  my  friend  Sean 
(not  his  real  name)  who's  imaginative, 
charming,  sweet,  easygoing,  hardly  some- 
one you'd  call  insane  —  &  yet,  despite  the 
fact  that  he  was  beginning  to  have  seizures 
on  a  regular  basis,  not  only  continued 
drinking,  but  mixed  his  booze  with  pills  of 
various  kinds  to  heighted  the  effects  of  both, 
including  zombi  drugs,  like  elavil,  &  a  form 
of  dilantin  (used  to  control  seizures)  which 
contains  phenobarbitol  (which  in  very  small 
amounts  even  intensifies  the  effects  of 
booze,  &  Sean  is  at  the  point  where  he  needs 
very  little  alcohol  to  get  toxic  drunk  —  it  may 
be  his  body  can  no  longer  absorb  the  stuff 
properly  &  it  goes  straight  into  the 
bloodstream  &  brain,  causing  his  blood 
pressure  to  soar  &  to  become  jaundiced,  to 
go  unconscious,  to  have  seizures  even  thru 


the  dilantin)  —  needless  to  say  Sean  is  not 
the  sort  who  ever  takes  only  one  of  any  kind 
of  pill,  any  more  than  he  would  have  one 
beer  when  he  was  drinking,  or  one  slice  of 
banana  creme  pie  when  he  wasn't  (he  often 


substitutes  sweets  for  the  sauce  when  he's 
off  it,  one  of  many  ways  you  can  tell  he's  not 
lying  when  he  sez  he  isn't  drinking)  —  no 
matter  how  utterly  harmless  or  potentially 
deadly,  Sean  always  takes  his  pills  by  the 
handful,  like  a  little  kid  takes  M&Ms  —  & 
somehow  or  other  he's  actually  survived  up 
to  now,  even  had  at  times  a  rather 
interesting  life,  tho  the  highest  points  have 
long  past,  especially  now  that  his  partner 
Harold  is  dead  which  might  explain  his 
tendency  to  dwell  overmuch  &  overlong 
upon  the  "good  old  days"  —  Sean  will  be  55 
years  old  this  year,  if  he  makes  it  to  his 
birthday  —  he  lives  in  a  tiny,  overpriced 
room  in  a  somewhat  nicer  part  of  the 
tenderloin,  with  a  somewhat  more  protective 
live-in  landlord  than  the  usual  sort  in  those 
parts,  &  he's  very  popular  with  the  other 
tenants,  maybe  the  most  popular  person  in 
the  whole  hotel  —  not  only  that,  but  some 
people  actually  begin  to  depend  on  him,  as 
he  seems  reliant  &  competent  by  street- 
standards  in  some  areas  (you'd  be  sur- 
prised!) —  one  of  his  friends  in  the  hotel, 
who  makes  Sean  look  like  he  has  a 
Post-doctorate  in  Reality  Management, 
knocks  on  Sean's  door  on  the  average  of 
every  other  hour  thruout  the  night  (whild 
Sean  carries  on  a  losing  battle  to  get  some 
sleep,  not  always  an  easy  thing  for  lifelong 
drunks),  asking  for  a  piece  of  bread,  a 
cigarette,  a  comb,  a  piece  of  string,  a  dime 
for  a  pennycandy  (tho  all  the  stores  have 
closed  hours  ago),  a  sympathetic  ear  —  Sean 
does  love  people,  really  —  once,  he  was 
secretary  to  Gavin  Arthur,  grandson  of 
president  Chester  Alan  Arthur,  a  notorious 
(now  longdead)  S.F.  blueblood  bohemian 
astrologer /author  (of  Circle  of  Sex)  thru 
whose  shabbily  elegant  old  Victorian  rooms 
passed  many  a  celebrity  (Sean  once  played 
spin-the-bottle  with  Jayne  Mansfield,  & 
Alan  Watts  &  Allen  Ginsberg  were  both 
frequent  visitors)  —  in  those  days  Sean  was 
always  the  center  of  attention,  regaling 
everyone  with  his  whimsical,  inventive  raps, 
more  than  superficially  inspired  by  the 
effects  of  john  barleycorn  —  Sean  still  has  a 
few  friends  from  those  days,  &  most  still 
have  a  soft  spot  for  him  in  their  hearts,  but 
the  truth  is  that  many  of  them  now  keep  a 
distance,  no  longer  wanting  to  see  him  as  he 
is  now  —  he's  deteriorated  badly,  both 
physically  &  spiritually,  from  his  many  years 
of  abuse,  &  it's  not  always  a  pleasant, 
delightfully  goofy  sight  —  Sean  is  the  only 
person  i  know  of  who  claims  to  have  carried 
a  flask  with  him  to  grammar  school,  this 
back  in  the  30s  (he  still  remains  one  of  my 
closest  friends,  despite  everything,  but  i'll 
no  longer  live  with  him  as  i  have  in  the  past, 
because  he's  a  living,  breathing  threat  to  my 
sobriety)  —  after  his  latest  brush  with  death, 
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a  total  blackout/seizure  which  landed  him  in 
county  hospital  with  half  the  blood  gone  out 
of  his  body,  &  a  young  intern  who  treated 
him  there  sarcastically  remarked  "Why,  I 
bet  you  never  worked  a  day  in  your  life!"  — 
i  thought  of  how  Sean  had  certainly  given 
more  blood  to  the  plasma  center  during  the 
lean  days  of  the  month  (in  return  for  the 
pittance  one  gets  in  return  of  lying  there  for 
hours)  than  he  was  now  getting  thru  their 
charitable  graces  —  Sean  had  been  unlucky 
enough  to  have  been  drafted  into  both 
W  W. II  &  the  Korean  War.   in  fact  he 
presently  lives  on  a  VA  pension  for  his 
various   disabilities,    service-connected  & 
otherwise  —  when  they  made  him  leave  the 
hospital  after  only  4  days  he  was  still 
running  a  fever  of  101  degrees  &  had  no 
clean  clothing  —  the  hospital  didn't  provide 
any  —  not  enough  had  trickled  down,  i 
suppose,  from  the  supply  side  —  a  woman 
doctor,  the  intern's  superior,  told  Sean  not 
to  be  discouraged  by  her  subordinate's 
callow,   unfeeling  remarks   &  actions  & 
assured  him  (charmed  by  him,  as  so  many 
are)  that  he  was  worth  the  likes  of  100  of  the 
aforementioned  young  interns  who  have 
never  known  real  affliction  in  their  lives  (& 
perhaps  never  known  ecstasy,  either)  — 
Sean,   a   lifelong    street   person'    &  my 
landlord,  a  hardworking  union  electrician, 
different  as  they  are  in  many  ways,  are 
victims  of  the  same  curse,  &  it  affects 
millions  —  not  only  that,  you  can't  just  break 
its  power  by  snapping  yr  fingers  —  i  know,  i 
was  one  of  them 


The  Homeless 

continued  from  page  5 

Zecha,  a  homeless  man  who  has  been 
working  with  the  Central  City  Shelter 
Network  and  the  Homeless  Caucus.  "She 
(the  Mayor)  doesn't  want  to  make  it  too 
good,  she's  already  said  that  she  doesn't 
want  San  Francisco  to  become  a  mecca." 

Answering  the  Mayor's  assertion  that 
'  'some  people  actually  do  not  want  shelter, 
Zecha  said  that  there  are  "very  few  who  do 
not  want  shelter  (but)  there  are  a  lot  of 
people  who  would  rather  stay  out  than  go 
through  a  lot  of  hassle  and  maybe  give  up 
something  else.  " 

Hospitality  House's  Arms  is  dissatisfied 
with  the  present  temporary  hotel  system  and 
wants  to  see  permanent  facilities  opened  to 
provide  a  range  of  services,  "Homeless 
people  need  the  stability  of  permanent 
shelter,  of  something  they  can  count  on  in 
the  long  run,  not  just  from  one  day  to  the 
next.  There  are  many  people  out  there  who 
don't  have  it  together  to  go  through  the 
intake  system  to  get  a  hotel  room.  They  need 
a  place  that  they  know  is  always  open. 

"There  are  street  alcoholics  out  there  who 
are  too  disfunctional  to  get  to  shelter.  There 
are  people  out  there  who  don't  know  about 
the  beds,  who  don't  read,  aren't  social  and 
are  too  isolated  to  deal  with  the  established 
system . ' 1 

Jim  Buick,  of  the  Mayor's  Criminal  Justice 
Council,  said  that  the  City  and  the  Task 
Force  are  moving  towards  permanent 
shelters  and  would  like  to  "get  out  of  the 
hotel  business."  He  said  that  a  major 
fundraising  effort  is  being  planned  that 
would  be  dedicated  to  the  opening  of 
permanent  facilities.  But,  it  takes  time.  " 

Buick  is  pleased  at  the  system  that  has  been 
set  up  so  far  and  defends  the  hotel  program 
as  the  quickest  way  to  get  people  off  the 
streets.  "What  can  you  do  that's  faster  than 
we're  doing  now?"  he  asks. 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


•  private  rooms 

•  downtown  location 

•  commuter  connections 

•  2  fine  meals  dally 

•  weekly  maid  service 

•  snack  canteen 

•  2  spacious  lounges 

(smoking  &  non  smoking) 

•  sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 

•  option  to  participate 

In  management  process 

•  24-hour  desk  service 


accomodations  now  for  single  women 
forsinglemen  [5/20] 
for  parent  with  onechild  [6/ 1  ] 

All  for 
$325  -375  per  Month 

or  $100  per  Week 

Civic  Center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.  431-2870 


-DR.  ORWITZ  -  DENTIST- 
NO  APPOjNTWENT  NECESSARY 
BRIDGEWORK  -  FILLINGS 

PLATES  MADE  IN  l  DAY 

EXTRACTIONS 
PLATES  REPAIRED 

WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


SENIOR  CITIZENS: 

ASK  ABOUT  RXDUCED  PTES 
STKIOR-DEKT  PROGRAM  PARTICIPANT 
CDA  SPONSORED 


NOTICE    UNION  MEMBERS 

COVERED  UNDER  YOUR  UNION 
DENTAL  PLAN:  SIMPLY  BRING 
IN  THE  FORMS  FURNISHED 
BY  YOUR  EMPLOYER 


MEDI-CAL  ACCEPTED 


FREE  PARKING 
Mission  at  7th  Lot  Next  to  Post  Office. 
Obtain  Ticket  at  Dr.  Orvitz  Office. 


DR.  S.  D.  ORWITZ 

1 033  MARKET  ST. 


Between  6th  &  7th  Sts. 


United  Way 

of  the  Bay  Area 


Gary  Michael  Coutin 
Esquire 


Law  Office 

260  McAllister  St..  Suite  205 
San  Francisco.  CA  94102 

(4)5)  863-5845 
Free  Consultation 


EMERGENCIES 


Police      911 

F,re   -  -  -  911 

Ambulance    —  911 

Suicide  Prevention  -  221-1423 

Psychiatric  Crisis/Outreach  (10-6)--  673-5700 

Women  Against  Rape    647-RAPE 

Night  Minister  (10  PM  -  4  AM)  986-1464 

Glide  Crisis  Center  (M-F,  8-5)  -  -—771-4232 

Comprehensive  Child  Crisis  Center  387-8700 

LEGAL 

S.F.  Neighborhood  Legal  Assistance  —  433-2535 

Welfare  Rights  Unit--  —  --433-2535 

Attorney  Referral   -391-6102 

District  Attorney  -  —553-1752 

Public  Defender  553-1671 

Victim  /  Witness  Assistance  -  —552-6550 

Family  Violence  Assistance-  552-1926 

Own  Recognizance  Bail  Project  -  552-2202 

People  s  Law  School  285-5069 

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly  -861-4444 

NLG  Lawyer  Referral  Service  ($15  fee)-  647-5297 

MEDICAL 

S.F.  General  Hospital—-  -  -821-8200 

Central  Emergency   431-2800 

Saint  Anthony's  Clinic  (M-F,  9  -  11 :30)— -  -864-0241 

Haight-Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic-  431-1714 

Women's  Needs  Center   -  221-7371 

Health  Center  #4  -  —  — -558-3158 

North  of  Market  Senior  Service  Center   -885-2274 

Tenderloin  Outpatient  Clinic  —  -673-5700 

Mt.  Zion  —  Department  of  Psychiatry  -567-1711 

Venereal  Disease  Information—-  495-0600 

SENIORS 

Senior  Information  (24  hours)-   558-5512 

Seniors  Friendship  Line-  -   752-3778 

Gray  Panthers—  —  —  -  552-8800 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders  (M-F,  9-5)  563-0202 

North  of  Market  Multi-purpose  Senior  Services  885-2274 

Downtown  Senior  Center  -771-7950 

Senior  Escort  Outreach  Program  673-8600 

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly  -   861-4444 

Salvation  Army  Turk  St.  Center  (senior  lunch)  —928-7078 

Downtown  Senior  Social  Services  (9-4)    441-8762 

CHILDREN/YOUTH 

Childcare  Switchboard  (hours  vary)  -  -  282-7858 

Child  &  Youth  Sexual  Abuse  Resources-  821-8386 

National  Runaway  Switchboard   800-621-4000 

Central  YMCA  Children,  Youth  &  Family  Center  885-0460 

Tenderloin  Child  Care  (under  5  years)   776-341 1 

Huckleberry  House  for  Runaways  -  621-2929 

Tenderloin  Family  Counseling  Project  -   781-6738 

Vietnamese  Youth  Center  771-2600 

Hospitality  House  Youth  Services  (M-F  12  -8)  776-2102 

St.  Anthony  s  Youth  Drop-In  Center  -  552-3838 

Legal  Services  for  Children   863-3762 

SFGH  Youth  Medical  Clinic  (8-5)  821-8376 


SWITCHBOARDS 


Drug  Lines  (all  hours)  -  -  - — 752-3400 

Mental  Health  Info/ Referral  (all  hours)    387-5100 

Haight  Switchboard  (hours  vary)-—  -  -  621-6211 

S.F.  Women's  Switchboard  (hours  vary)   431  -1 41 4 

Parental  Stress  Talk  Line  (all  hours)-—  — 441-KIDS 

National  Council  on  Alcoholism  563-5400 

Consumer  Action  Information  and  Complaints  665-1544 

United  Way  Information  &  Referral  — 772-HELP 

HOUSING 

Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  — 776-8151 

Rent  Stabilization  &  Arbitration  Board   621-RE/vJT 

S.F.  Tenants  Union  (M-F,  1-5  8.  M-W  7-9  PM)  -282-6622 

Housing  Authority-  -   673-5800 

Tenderloin  Neigh.  Development  Corp.  (housing  co-ops)  776-2151 

D  A.  Consumer  Fraud  Unit  -  -   553-1814 

Mayor's  Office  for  Citizens  Assistance—  -   558-2666 

Council  for  Civic  Unity  (Discrimination)    781-2033 

Human  Rights  Commission  (Discrimination)  -  558-4901 

Bay  Area  Urban  League  Housing  Counseling  431-7530 

Independent  Housing  Services  (housing  for  disabled)  441-6781 

SOCIAL  SERVICES 

Social  Security   -   956-3000 

Food  Stamps    -  557-5718 

General  Assistance  -  —864-0948 

Medi-Cal  -  864-0899 

Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children  557-5723 

E.D.D.  -  Casual  Labor  — -  -  557-1238 

E.D.D.  -  Service  and  Industrial  Workers  -557-2385 

E.D.D.  -  Professional  and  Clerical  Workers   557-3038 

Unemployment  Insurance  557-1013 

Catholic  Social  Services-     864-7400 

Hearing  Impaired  Program  (C.S.S.)  567-0540* 

Inner-City  Outpatient  Services  (drug  counseling)  474-4445 

Refugee  Resettlement  Program  -  557-6325 

Welfare  Assistance  Program  (12-4,  M-F)-  776-2102 

Friends  Exchange  for  Mental  &  Physical  Health  863-1 1 30 

Swords  to  Ploughshares  (Veteran  Services)-  552-8804 

Independent  Living  Project   -  751-8765* 

Tenderloin  Food  Club  (Th.  11-1)  —771-2786 

Heart  of  the  City  Farmer's  Market  621-0422 

OTHER 

Hospitality  House   776-2103 

Streetwork/Drug  Outreach  Program  (under  18)  776-2103 

Saint  Anthony's  Dining  Room  (10-12:30  daily)   552-3838 

Meals  on  Wheels  474-4646 

Travelers  Aid  Society  -  781-6738 

M.A.P.  (alcohol  detoxification)  431-7400 

W.O. M.A.N.  Inc.  (for  battered  women)  -  864-4722 

Women's  Resource  Center  (24  hour)  —  474-2400 

Jacob's  Well-alcohol  Rehab.   282-3072 

St.  Anthony's  Casual  Labor  (111  Golden  Gate.M&W,  9-1 1)-431  -7351 

Center  for  Education/ Iris  Project—-  -  397-2023 

18th  Street  Services  (alcohol  help  for  gays)  863-8111 

Welfare  Rights  Organization  -  -  397-7121 

City  Prison  -  556-1441* 

S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors  558-3184* 

S.F.  Municipal  Railway  673-MUNI 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition    474-2164 

Veterans  Centers  386-6726  &  824-1 1 1 1 

Economic  Opportunity  Council  771-7100 


*TTY  System  available  for  communication  with  the  deaf 


